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Use FEMA Flood Insur-
ance Rate Maps for
land use decisions.

Use land use planning
and zoning through a
community master
plan.

Follow Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency National Flood
Insurance Program
regulations.

Use common practices,
such as flood proofing
existing structures.

Respond to storm
events as they occur.
After a storm, re-
build/repair to previ-
ous condition.

Create and use
generic hazard re-
sponse plan.

Answer questions and
provide information as
requested by public.

Gather and use detailed coastal
hazard data (e.g., historic ero-
sion rates, actual observed ex-
tents of floodwaters) for land
use decisions.

Develop floodplain management
plans that include stormwater
management and hazardmitiga-
tionmeasures. Promulgate de-
tailed guidance focusing on
reducing flood damage.

Adopt conditions for siting new
development. Regulate cumula-
tive, substantial improvements.
Revise regulatory tools for ad-
dressing erosion along shore-
lines including: relocation of
threatened buildings, building
setbacks, beach nourishment
and bio-engineering, and stabi-
lization of eroded areas.

Elevate or relocate buildings.
Acquire land. Encourage non-
structural methods for shore-
line protection.

Upgrade damaged facilities to
more hazard-resistant stan-
dards. Inventory hazard risks of
all public buildings. Insure
buildings for all hazards (as ap-
propriate). Identify, and if possi-
ble, relocate or protect “critical
facilities.”

Create and test community-wide
hazard plans that involve all
local boards and departments.

Periodically inform residents of
coastal hazards, vulnerability,
andmitigation techniques
through public workshops, and
in forums after storm recovery.

Incorporate coastal hazard data (e.g., erosion
rates, vulnerability of environmentally sensi-
tive areas, and sea-level rise rates and im-
pacts) into community-wide planningmaps
and regulations.

Design special areamanagement plans to:
protect storm damage and flood control func-
tions of natural resources, promote reason-
able coastal-dependent economic growth,
and improve protection of life and property in
hazard-prone areas.

Preserve sensitive areas through bylaws
and regulations that may: establish max-
imum densities for development, restrict
structures between the shoreline and the
setback line, mandate vegetative coastal
buffers rather than manmade structures
(bulkheads, seawalls, or groins), mini-
mize impervious cover, and preserve
stream corridor and wetland buffers.
Regulate placement of fill.

Stabilize shorelines with vegetation. Prohibit
construction in especially damage-prone
areas. Prevent filling of wetlands and other
lowlands. Nourish beaches where appropri-
ate. Protect watersheds. Monitor corrective
efforts. Regulate construction of shore-
protection structures.

Prohibit major public infrastructure in-
vestments in special flood hazard areas.
Ensure that roads, sewer lines, and utility
upgrades don’t encourage development in
hazard-prone areas. Zone to prohibit con-
struction in high-hazard areas. Locate new
critical facilities above 500-year flood-
plain.

Create plans to ensure that all people who
want or need to be evacuated can bemoved
to safe shelters, and post-disaster plans that
improve community flood resistance
through: willing land acquisition, determin-
ing which structures are “substantially dam-
aged,” and ensuring that appropriate
reconstructionmeets code requirements. Es-
tablishmutual aid agreements with neigh-
boring communities.

Create comprehensive education and out-
reach programs using expertise of state and
federal agencies (when needed) to encour-
age community-wide proactive storm prepa-
ration. Establish coastal hazard disclosure
requirements for property sales.


