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Table 4-1:  Pros and Cons of Various Types of Window Protection 

Type of Protection Pros Cons
Approx. Cost for 

3’x5’ Window 
Protection 

Roll-down Shutters Easiest to deploy 
Best overall protection, 
especially wind-driven 

rain 

Expensive $450 (manual) - $900 
(electric motor) 

Accordion Shutters Easily deployed, Simple 
manual operation,  

Good overall 
protection, Modest 

cost

Possible aesthetic 
issues

$300 - $450 

Bahama Shutters Easily deployed, 
“Islands” decorative 
flair, Provides shade 

Blocks some light and 
view

$450 - $675 

Colonial Shutters Easily deployed, 
“Traditional” decorative 

flair,

Cost, Requires 
adequate room for 
“swing” of shutters 

$675 - $900 

Storm Panels Removable, 
Inexpensive 

Manual deployment 
required, Must be 

stored when not in use 

$105 - $225 

Stainless Steel Impact 
Screens

Always in place, 
Provides shade 

Some aesthetic impact, 
Egress issues must be 

considered, Less 
effective for wind-

driven rain 

$375 - $750 

Flat Impact 
Polycarbonate Units 

Always in place, 
Minimal aesthetic 

impact

Egress issues must be 
considered, Care must 

be taken in cleaning 
$375 - $525 

Fabric Windscreen 
(Direct Mount) 

Inexpensive, 
Easy to handle and 

store

Manual deployment 
required, Greater 

shutter deflection than 
metal systems 

$105 -  $180 

Impact Resistant 
Windows and Doors 

Always in place, Many 
styles and options 

Costs vary widely and 
can be high, Glass can 

still break, requiring 
expensive replacement 

$450 - $900 and higher 

Plywood Inexpensive, Available Manual deployment is 
difficult, Must be 
properly stored, 
Doesn’t provide 

impact-resistance for 
winds > 130 mph 

$120 + 

Note:  Window protection options were provided by Roll-a-way.  Pricing is current as of May 2010. 
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